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Halloween. Should it be celebrated in Mexico?
First of all, this essay was written by me, Orlando, I did not use ChatGPT nor Gemini except for investigation purposes. 
In this essay, I shall make an objective analysis about Halloween in Mexico, considering some key spots such as its origin and background, religious considerations, cultural appropriation controversy, et cetera. 
Halloween’s origin is a complex issue, the oldest antecedent to what is Halloween today is the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain. The Celts believed that October 31 marked the end of summer and the harvest, and on this night, the spirits of the dead returned to the world of the living. To ward off evil spirits, they lit bonfires and wore scary masks as disguises. Over time, this festival merged with Christian-Catholic traditions, such as All Saints’ Day and All Souls’ Day, evolving into what we know today as Halloween (etymologically, Halloween comes from “All Hallows’ Eve”). When Halloween arrived in US it became more of a commercial celebration than a religious one, being eventually related to pumpkins, horror and fear.
Halloween (and basically everything related to horror) in Mexico has been historically repudiated by Catholics and some Protestant groups which accuse Halloween of being a pagan celebration. First of all, what is “pagan”? According to the Oxford Dictionary (the same people who told us that “realize” must be written with an ‘s’, “realise”), pagan is a person who holds religious beliefs that are not part of any of the world's main religions, that obviously includes religions that already existed before Christianity, just like the religions that were practiced by Mesoamerican cultures before Spanish conquest, so, why is not the Day of the Dead so criticized by Catholics as Halloween is, even though it has pagan origins? Well, it is more a matter of customs than a question of being pagan or not, people will automatically reject Halloween for being a foreign custom, even more considering that Halloween is in some way related to the evil. Most Protestants are skeptical to both festivities so it is not an issue to them.
Contrasting the Day of the Dead with Halloween we can find a lot of differences in meaning, customs, and traditions, but we can also find a lot of similitudes, especially in origin. Both festivities were pagan festivals that were adapted by Catholicism and eventually gaining commercial purposes, even if Halloween is more commonly used for marketing. About the differences, the Day of Dead is about honouring the dead, making an altar with things the deceased used to like when he or she was alive, decorating the altar and the floor with marigold to guide the dead to the altar. Halloween is related to “scary things” like monsters or ghosts, also pumpkins and the “Trick or Treat” tradition, popular in the US. Obviously, none of the Halloween customs from the US are perfectly adopted by Mexicans.
Mexico has adopted Halloween more like an urban celebration with custom parties, and just in some cases equivalents to the American Trick or Treat, marketing related to Halloween is basically everywhere and we can tell Halloween had reached a coexistence with traditional Mexican festivities, the biggest problem over it is basically that it can maybe overshadow the Day of the Dead, but in most of cases people treat them like two totally different and unrelated festivities even if there are just two days between them. About cultural appropriation controversy, well, that is just too woke as to even consider it an issue, every country must be free to celebrate any foreign festivity their own way.
Conclusion
Halloween in México is a weirdly adopted festivity, it can be celebrated without overshadowing the Day of the Dead, but at the same time, almost no one takes either of them seriously, most Christians are skeptical of both festivities and prefer just to bring flowers to cemeteries that day, horror films are not that popular as it could be in the US, and basically Halloween is more like a marketing tool than an actual celebration. Cultural appropriation is just the communist and chairo way to call the adaptation of a festivity or custom in a foreign country, which does not represent a problem at all, literally no one takes that seriously, that is my opinion.



